
ADDRESSING THE COVID-19 EVALUATION 
BACKLOG USING THE C-SEP FRAMEWORK 

Region 11 
June 16, 2020 

Sarah B. Holman, Ph. D. 



HOUSEKEEPING ITEMS

●  Handouts were emailed prior and are located as PDF’s in 
the chat box

●  Post any questions that arise during this presentation in 
the chat box

●  The session is being recorded for those interested in 
listening.



PRESENTER

Sarah B. Holman, Ph.D. 
 
●  Bilingual Education Teacher 
●  Bilingual Educational Diagnostician 
●  Dyslexia Diagnostician 
●  Dyslexia Coordinator 
●  Special Education Coordinator 
●  Assessment Consultant, C-SEP 



AGENDA 

●  Overview of C-SEP Framework 
●  General Considerations for Addressing 

Evaluation Backlog 
●  Implications for C-SEP Review Step 
●  Implications for C-SEP Plan Step 
●  Wrap-up/Questions 



The Core-Selective Evaluation Process (C-SEP), when used 
to identify specific learning disabilities (SLD), is an efficiently 
focused, data-driven professional judgment process informed 
by contemporary cognitive theory. 
 
Specifically, guided by multiple sources of data and using a 
single-battery as the foundation of a targeted/purposeful 
evaluation, current Publisher Guidance, Policy, and 
Professional Judgment are integrated to assess the most 
salient features of SLD in order to comprehensively and 
efficiently describe an individual’s unique pattern of strengths 
and weaknesses (PSW).  



CORE-SELECTIVE EVALUATION PROCESS (C-SEP)

● Grounded in CHC Theory
● Targeted Assessment
● PSW emerges through integration of:
○ Multiple Sources of Data
○ Standardized cognitive, achievement, & oral language assessment

○ Professional judgment
○ Valid data analysis

● Intra-and Inter- Cognitive & Academic Strengths & Weaknesses
○ Empirical link between cognitive and academic deficit.



C-SEP IS AN ASSESSMENT 
MODEL, NOT A TESTING MODEL 
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 TARGETED & PURPOSEFUL ASSESSMENT 
PRACTICES

● Individualized assessment practice that is guided by the referral question.
● Testing hypothesis used to establish a focused referral question (FRQ) 
● Multiple sources of data are used to establish underachievement, conduct 

preliminary rule-out of exclusionary factors, and establish initial emergence of a 
pattern of strengths and weaknesses. 
● Targeted “core” tests serve as the foundation of the formal evaluation.   
● Results of targeted “core” tests are considered in relation to other sources of 

data and analysis results indicate whether more “selective testing” is necessary. 
● “Selective testing” is conducted (if necessary); results are compared to results of 

core tests, and other sources of data. 
 



 TARGETED & PURPOSEFUL ASSESSMENT 
PRACTICES, (CONT’D)

● Triangulation of data is utilized to determine whether a 
PSW exists (compare findings to policy – definition of 
SLD) 
● Evaluator expertise and training (professional judgment) 

plays a role in every step of a targeted and purposeful 
evaluation. 
● Use data to develop an individualized educational 

program and identify recommendations and necessary 
accommodations. 
 



GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR 
ADDRESSING BACKLOG

Organize 
Prioritize 
Revise 



ORGANIZE 



TEA GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Evaluation Considerations during COVID-19 



TEA GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 



EVALUATION SPREADSHEET 

●  Can create in google and share with other assessment 
personnel  

●  Identifying information (Name, DOB, ID#) 
●  Initial/Re-evaluation 
●  Due Date 
●  Parent Request Y/N 
●  Evaluation components completed 
●  FRQ 
●  Evaluation components needed 



PRIORITIZE 



TEA GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Considerations for Conducting Summer 2020 Evaluations 



REVISE 



REVISITING THE REED PROCESS 

Additional data are needed to determine:  
 
1)  whether the student is a student with a disability or continues to have 

such a disability. 
2)  whether the student needs or continues to need special education and 

related services.  
3)  the present levels of academic achievement and related developmental 

needs of the student.  
4)  whether the student needs additional or modifications to the special 

education and related services to enable the student to meet measurable 
annual goals and to be able to participate, as appropriate, in the general 
education curriculum.  



IMPLICATIONS FOR C-SEP 
REVIEW STEP 



REVIEW STEP OF C-SEP 
●  Multiple Sources of Data Worksheet (MSDW) 
●  COVID-19 Parent Questionnaire 
●  COVID-19 Student Interview (F2F on return to 

school) 
●  COVID-19 Checklist 
●  Interview Questions (Clarification of Reason for 

Referral) 



MULTIPLE SOURCES OF DATA 
WORKSHEET (MSDW)



MSDW ANALYSIS/INTERPRETATION 
CONSIDERATIONS

● What preliminary patterns of strengths emerged?
● What preliminary patterns of weaknesses emerged?
● Are the strengths and weaknesses supported by multiple sources of 

data (cross validation)?
● Which exclusionary factors have been ruled out?
● What additional, if any data is needed to rule out the remaining 

exclusionary factors?
● What additional information do you need to complete a comprehensive 

evaluation of the student?



Diving Deeper into Data Sources 



Istation 



Istation 



Istation 



Istation: Task Analysis 



DRA 



DRA 



STAAR 
STAAR Raw Score Conversion Table 



FOLLOW-UP INTERVIEWS

Conduct interviews for the following reasons:

●  Obtain student input.
●  Obtain additional information with regards to missing information on 

the MSDW.
●  Clarify any uncertainties and ambiguous data.
●  Obtain additional information from the parent and teacher.
●  Better organization and structure the testing hypothesis.
●  Creation of Focused Referral Question (FRQ).



INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR STUDENTS

•  What do you like to do in your free time?

•  What classes do you love and hate most in school? Why?

•  How do you learn best (hearing, seeing, doing)?

•  What is your favorite subject?  Why?

•  What is your least favorite subject?  Why?

•  Are you struggling in school?  If so, when did it begin?  Describe the struggle.

•  Describe your favorite teacher. What types of things did you do in that class?

•  How do you organize your room? Locker? Backpack?

•  If school could be about any one thing, and it would be my job to design all the subjects around that one thing, what would you 
want it to be and why?

•  Do you get good grades in school? Do you think you could do better? Explain.

•  If you had a choice to come to school, would you come? Why or why not?

•  What sports or activities have you participated in in the past? What do you plan to join in this school?

•  What are your greatest talents? If I needed your help to do something, what would it be?

•  Do you like group work or individual work?

•  What languages does your family speak at home?



Interview Questions For Teachers

❑  What specific academic concerns led to the referral?  (Use skill checklist on working 
hypothesis document and learning stages document as a guide)

❑  How does the student’s performance compare to:
❑  Grade-level peers?
❑  Classroom peers?

❑  What instructional strategies/interventions/accommodations facilitate the student’s 
learning? 

❑  What skill deficits/behaviors/etc. inhibit the student’s learning? 
❑  In what setting/under what circumstances does the student exhibit the most difficulty?
❑  In what setting/under what circumstances does the student exhibit the least difficulty?
❑  What are the student’s strengths/talents/interests?

❑  Does the student’s level of language proficiency interfere with their academic progress? (if 
applicable)  



Multiple Sources of Data Guiding Questions

C-SEP Manual pp. 24-25

Example: 

Type of Data Guiding Questions 

Attendance Records Has the child missed a large number of 
school days during the current school year? 
What was the student’s attendance like 
during the earlier years? Does the child have 
a history of tardiness to school or classes? If 
so, consider whether the child had an 
opportunity to learn the skills.  



Consider & Rule Out Exclusionary Factors 

300.311(a)(6) 
34 Code of Federal Regulations § 300.311  Specific documentation for the eligibility 
determination.  
 
(a) For a child suspected of having a specific learning disability, the documentation of the determination 
of eligibility, as required in §300.306(a)(2), must contain a statement of—  
. . .  
     (6) The determination of the group concerning the effects of a visual, hearing, motor disability, or an 
intellectual disability; emotional disturbance; cultural factors; environmental or economic disadvantage; 
or limited English proficiency on the child’s achievement level; and  
. . .  
 
 
Last Amended:  82 FR 31913, July 11, 2017 
Entered:  Aug. 7, 2017 

Refer	to	C-SEP	Manual	Pages	94-98 



Exclusionary Factors Checklist

�  Should be considered and documented as not being the 
primary cause of student struggle.

�  Page 23- C-SEP Manual

�  Preliminary Rule Out during the Review Stage; Revisit 
again during the Decide Stage.

�  Pages 94-98 of C-SEP Manual Reproducible Form



COVID-19 



COVID-19 IMPACT PARENT 
QUESTIONNAIRE



COVID-19 IMPACT STUDENT 
INTERVIEW



COVID-19 IMPACT CHECKLIST 



PLAN STEP OF C-SEP 
●  Testing Hypothesis 
●  Focused Referral Question (FRQ) 
●  Targeted Assessment Plan
●  Core & Selective Tests 



FOCUSED REFERRAL QUESTION 



Testing Hypothesis & Establishing 
A Focused Referral Question 
(FRQ)



Establishing A Testing 
Hypothesis & Focused Referral 
Question (FRQ)

�  C-SEP recommends the formation of a testing hypothesis and Focused Referral Question (FRQ) as 
the first step of creating a Targeted Assessment Plan.

�  Determine needed evaluation components based on suspected weaknesses in psychological 
processing and achievement.

�  The Testing Hypothesis is formulated to describe the nature of the difficulty and develop an 
assessment plan to target and comprehensively assess the area(s) of suspected disability.



Typical Reasons for 
Referral

�  Often vague and unfocused.
�  He can’t read.
�  She can’t do anything (all boxes checked).

�  He cannot focus.
�  Difficulty with reading and math.

�  Often results in a “standard protocol approach” to 
assessing the student, all areas of tested.  



Testing Hypothesis Worksheet- Basic Reading
�  Allows the teacher or diagnostician to focus 

on specific areas of suspected disabilities.

�  Helps target assessment.

�  Links reading performance relative to 
intellectual development with psychological 
processing area.

�  Worksheets available for:
�  Basic Reading
�  Reading Comprehension

�  Reading Fluency
�  Written Expression

Portland Public Schools SLD Manual, 
2015 



Testing Hypothesis Worksheet- Math Calculations

�  Helps target math 
assessment.

�  Links math performance 
relative to intellectual 
development with 
psychological processing 
area.

�  Worksheets available:
�  Math Calculations
�  Math Problem Solving

Portland Public Schools SLD Manual, 
2015 



Stages of Learning

Stage of Learning	 Definition Multiplication Facts 
Example 

Acquisition (Basic)	 Student is not able to   engage/
complete/do the target skill, but 
is beginning to	

Chris does not know and is now 
learning   multiplication facts for 
the number 3 (e.g., 3 X 1, 3 X 2, 3 
X 3)	

Fluency	 Student is able to engage/
complete/do   the target skill, but 
is not accurate or efficient	

Chris now knows the 
multiplication   facts for the 
number 3, but works very slowly 
and makes errors when 
answering	

Maintenance (Applied)	 Student is able to continue the 
skill   successfully after teaching/
training has been discontinued	

Chris still knows the 
multiplication   facts for the 
number 3 accurately and quickly 
after teaching is discontinued	

Generalization (Applied) 	 Student is able to do the skill in 
new   settings or ways that it is 
presented	

Chris knows the multiplication 
facts   for the number 3 when it 
is presented in different forms 
(e.g., 3 x 3, 3(3),   3·3,   3*3, three 
times three)	



Steps for Establishing A 
Testing Hypothesis & Focused 
Referral Question (FRQ)

�  Single-subject research study

�  “Hypotheses are always in declarative sentence 
form, and they relate, either generally or specifically, 
variables to variables.”

�  “A research question is essentially 
a hypothesis asked in the form of a question.” “It 
is a tentative prediction about the nature of the 
relationship between two or more variables.”



Hypothesis Statements
A hypothesis statement is typically an educated guess as to the relationship between factors and 
serves as the basis for an experiment/assessment to test whether the relationship holds true.

Example:

•  Susie struggles in math reasoning, specifically her difficulty identifying appropriate procedures 
necessary to solve math  problems, is likely due to a deficit in fluid reasoning.



Focused Referral Question (FRQ)

�  The referral question guides and centers your assessment plan.

�  It should be clear and focused, as well as synthesize multiple sources to present your unique 
argument. 

�  It is the testing hypothesis asked in the form of a question.

Example:
•  Are Susie’s struggles in math reasoning, specifically when asked to identify appropriate procedures 

necessary to solve the problem, the result of a deficit in one or more of the phonological processes 
(e.g., fluid reasoning, working memory, processing speed, etc.) involved in math problem solving 
skills and consistent with the construct of SLD?



Sample Referral Assessment Plan- Dannie

Hypothesis: 

Focused Referral Question (FRQ):

What additional data is needed to answer the referral 
question/test our hypothesis?:

Core cognitive:

Core achievement:



Sample Referral Assessment Plan-Dannie

Hypothesis: 
Dannie appears to have a possible SLD in Basic Reading, Reading Comprehension, Reading Fluency, and Written Expression.  
Additional Consideration:  Could Dannie have Dyslexia?

Focused Referral Question (FRQ):
Are Dannie’s deficits in the areas of basic reading, reading comprehension, reading fluency, and written expression the result of 
a deficit in one or more of the basic psychological processes (e.g., language, working memory, phonological processing, long-term 
retrieval, etc.) involved in reading and writing and consistent with the construct of SLD?

What additional data is needed to answer the referral question/test our 
hypothesis?  Cognitive processes associated with reading and writing & achievement tests for reading and writing.  
Assessment of language.

Core cognitive:  Language, phonological awareness, orthographic, executive functions & attention, working memory, 
long-term memory, processing speed, speed of lexical access, & fluid reasoning

Core achievement:  basic reading, reading fluency, reading comprehension, spelling, written expression



Guidance When Selecting Assessment Instruments

�  Age of Student

�  Suspected Disability

�  Language Loading

�  Cultural Appropriateness

�  Intellectual Capacity

�  Referral Question



Selection of Assessments:  
Resources

�  Examiner’s and Technical 
Manuals
�  Normative Sample
�  Bias Reviews
�  Reliability & Validity Studies on 

Specific Groups

�  C-LIM
�  Degree of Linguistic Demand
�  Degree of Cultural Demand



SAMPLE ACTIVITY 



SUMMARY/WRAP UP 
●  C-SEP Framework can be used to cut the amount of formal testing 

required by traditional testing methods
●  Multiple Sources of Data Worksheet (MSDW)
●  Targeted assessments 

●  Be proactive and organize the data now!
●  Create your testing hypothesis and FRQ
●  Conduct interviews with parents or teachers to further explore 

COVID-19 impact
●  Create your assessment plan now and plan testing!
●  Don’t forget to take care of yourself and BREATH!!!!  It’ll all be OK!  ☺ 

 



C-SEP RESOURCES 

C-SEP Manual (Available on Amazon): 
Core-Selective Evaluation Process: Overview and Procedures 
 
C-SEP Newsletter: 
https://mailchi.mp/10c093068ff8/c-sep-newsletter 
 
C-SEP Website: 
http://csep.online/  
 
Assessment Services Bulletin’s on C-SEP:  WJ IV Online Scoring 
Platform under “Resources” Tab.





C-SEP SERVICES 

Training Opportunities:  (F2F vs Virtual) 
 
·      Introduction to C-SEP (Beginner/Refresher) 

·      Pattern-Seeking Techniques:  An Integral Part of C-SEP  

·      Advanced Pattern Seeking Techniques (Advanced) 

·      Getting to Know Your Test Manuals (WJ IV)

•     Writing a Legally Defensible Report Using C-SEP 

·      Conducting a Comprehensive Bilingual Evaluation using C-
SEP 

·      Using C-SEP for a Dyslexia Evaluation 

·      Using C-SEP for ID and other Disability Areas 

Coaching Services and Case Consultations  

Available for Districts 



QUESTIONS 

Contact 
 

Sarah B. Holman, PhD 
sholman41313@gmail.com 

 

 


